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Notes from Mr Sands: 

Kiaora rā ki te whānau o te Kura o Midhirst.  Greetings to the wider 
community of Midhirst School. 

A big thank you to Joe Parkes (blacksmith) who has been giving up his 
time to help Midhirst School design the gates (wrought iron) as the 
wooden ANZAC gates are falling apart.  The new gates will have the 
ANZAC logo on one side and an image of children on the other side with 
the school logo.  The design will encompass native birds as well.  Once it 
is drafted we will put it out to the school community for feedback.  We are 
asking for donations to make this possible.  If you are able to make a 
donation, please give it to the office. 

Last week we had Murray Martin spend the day with us teaching our 
children the game of modified golf. 
   
Yesterday we had Paula Cull from NZSTA working with the Midhirst BOT 
identifying/reviewing areas for development.  Thank you Paula as we 
found the meeting very useful and we have a plan for the Professional 
Development for the next 12 months. 

On a sadder note, over the weekend we had a lot of our school 
equipment moved around. The sandpit toys were taken out of the sandpit 
and spread out over the school.  The trampolines were damaged (the 
arms were broken) and we have disassembled and put them away.  We 
also had people swimming in the pool.  Damage was done to the pump 
shed door.  The pool is now closed (it closed a week ago due to the 
temperature so the pool is not treated).  We are asking for all keys to be 
returned. 

In the last two weeks teachers and principals have met to discuss our 
collective agreements.   The meetings are to discuss solutions vital to 
addressing the growing crisis in recruiting and retaining teachers. There 
has been a 40% drop in the number of people going into teacher training 
in just the past six years. With teachers and principals throughout the 
country, NZEI members at our school will be discussing a number of 
initiatives to ensure quality teaching for every child and how to make 
teaching attractive and sustainable as a career. These include:  
• Funding for a special needs coordinator in every school to meet the 
needs of every child and free up classroom teachers to teach.  
• Reduced class sizes in years 4-8.  
• A significant pay jolt to encourage new people to enter the profession 
and stay in it. Along with reduced numbers entering teacher training, a 
large number of teachers leave the profession within five years of 
graduating. Our children deserve the best education in the world, and 
New Zealand can afford to provide it, it’s just a matter of priorities. We 
value your support for this important issue. 

Working Bee.  Please remember on Saturday 7th April we will be having 
a working bee as with all the building that has gone on the grounds need 
a clean up. 

Health please be aware that we are noticing an increase in the number of 
children with nits and/or school sores.  To stop the infestation please 
treat the head lice and see your GP for the school sores.  We do not 
diagnose but ask you you get the school sores seen by a doctor so we 
can confirm if they are school sores or not. 

Aku mihi rā ... 
Nā Mr Sands 

Friday	30th	March	 Good	Friday	Easter

Monday	2nd	April	 Easter

Tuesday	3rd	April	 Easter

Friday	6th	April	 Kahui	Assembly

Monday	9th	April	 Athle?cs	Day	

Tuesday	10th	April	 Postponement	Day	
for	Athle?cs	

Friday	13th	 End	of	Term	one

              “A teacher takes
a hand, opens a mind
and touches a heart”

MIDHIRST	FUNDRAISING	
COMMITTEE	

Grocery	Raffle	Winners	-	
CONGRATULATIONS	

Week	52	Ticket	No.120	

Jax Cleeve-Perry 
Koby Olliver

QUIZ NIGHT & MYSTERY AUCTION 

26th MAY 2018   
7:00PM MIDHIRST HALL 

Supper provided, cash bar, Eftpos 
available, spot prizes. 

$10 per ticket.  Six per team. 

Please contact Sonia Fale for purchase 
of tickets. 

Phone:  027 293 6954

CONGRATULATIONS	TO	OUR	STUDENT	
COUNCILLORS		

Tegan	McNab,	Victoria	Payne,	CharloMe	
Frazier,	Bailee	Robertson,		
Richard	Drummond,	Regan	Brown		
and	Hayden	Kinera.



News from the Classrooms 
   Kāhui: 
 Hello Everyone, 
 Well we have had a busy few weeks in Kāhui, welcoming our new five year olds to our learning environment. A big  
 welcome to Rebecca and Zuri-Rose who joined our room last week. We are very excited to have you in our Kāhui   
 whanau. Kāhui Class is very thirsty for knowledge about animals at the moment - especially wild animals and how they live 
 a different life to domesticated animals. This has come about from our writing, where we take a fairy tale and look at the  
 characters and plot of what is happening in the story. This week the children decided as a group they wanted to learn  
 about 'The Gingerbread Man' and compare foxes to wolves as a class inquiry. We are learning about how animals can be  
 classified into different families - and are making connections to New Zealand animals. 

If anyone has an interesting animal at home - we would love to learn all about it! A big congratulations to Ilya, Maia and  
 Lucas for receiving a class award in Panitahi Class assembly. What wonderful progress across literacy and maths Kahui!  
 Keep up the wonderful work!           Caitlyn Moratti and Julie Anderson
  
 Panitahi: 
 Tena Koutou Katoa, 
 I hope you all enjoyed Panahi's class assembly last week, we really enjoyed sharing our learning with you and hosting the 
 school assembly. Congratulations to Brianna Roberts for receiving a  certificate for her commitment and diligence in  
 completing and staying up to date with her school work, and for always being of service to her classmates and teacher.  
 Also well done Cody Johnson, Cody received an award for being up to date with all of his work and staying on task last  
 week.  Our animal classification project is going great and we are really enjoying our related literacy work; writing   
 information reports on specific animals. Learners have been highly engaged and motivated to do this work, choosing to  
 stay in at lunch times to carry on with this work of researching, reading and writing their information reports. 
 We hope to do some visual arts this week incorporating our science topic of animal classification. In this art activity we will 
 be practicing our observation skills and developing our skills in giving and receiving constructive feedback.  We look  
 forward to sharing this learning with you. 
 Happy Easter, we wish you all a wonderful long weekend with your families!          Wendy McKenna 

  
 Kaitake: 

  	  We have started our next math unit focusing on addition and subtraction.  Students will be working out the best strategies 
 to solve problems.   
    The students enjoyed listening to the speeches presented by the senior students regarding becoming a part of the Student 
 Council and having the opportunity to vote for them  We congratulate all of the students who took part and those who  
 achieved a position on the council.  
    We carried out an observational drawing of the mountain yesterday from our back field from which the students will  
 complete a painting. They have been really enjoying the process of mixing paints to get the colours they want and trying  
 different tools to paint with (e.g. sponges,) and different techniques - dapping, twisting splashing.  I have been really  
 impressed with the wide variety of results the students have come up with and how good they all look. 
 Students of the Week:  Jade Bright and Laurelle Taua for achieving 100% in the Number Knowledge test the did at the 
 end of our maths unit.      Wendy McGregor 

  
 Paritutu: 

 Congratulations seniors, week eight was fantastic.  Our technology plant terrariums have sadly hit a snag, we will be  
 seeking a bit of ‘expert’ advice to help us achieve our goals.  They have required the students to ‘think outside the box’ and 
 a lot of work has already gone into the planning and prototypes.  Hopefully we will be back on track soon.   I hope you  
 have an enjoyable Easter break, see you all on Wednesday.  We look forward to another fantastic, albeit short week. 
 Student of the Week: Logan Perrett for improvement in his work, listening and taking on advice well!     Colleen Tett. 

  

Athletics Day  
On Monday 9 April (postponement 10 April) all 
students will travel to Toko School by bus to take 
part in Athletics Day with our Rural Cluster 
Schools.  Events start at 9.30am with a briefing 
meeting at 9.15am, events finish at 2.20pm.  
Students will be in mixed school teams, 
participating in a range of athletics events-Year 
0-4 and Year 5-8.  Parents / whānau are welcome 
to come and support all students throughout the 
day. If you wish to take your child/ren home at 
the end of the day please let their class teacher 
know.  Students are able to purchase food items 
at lunchtime.  Hope to see you there!

Netball 
This year Midhirst School has three netball teams.  Year 1-2 
playing 4vs4, thank you Kristen Smith for coaching/managing 
this team. Games will start Term 2 Thursday afternoons, 
draws will be online (www.netballtaranaki.org.nz) and in the 
school newsletter.  Year 3-4 playing 5vs5, thank you Adele 
Wellington for coaching/managing this team.  Games will start 
Term 2 Thursday afternoons draws will be online 
(www.netballtaranaki.org.nz) and in the school newsletter.  
Year 5-6 playing 6vs6, thank you Sonia Fale for coaching/
managing this team. Games start Saturday 28 April (the 
Saturday before Term 2 starts).  Saturday draws will be 
online (www.netballtaranaki.org.nz) and in the school 
newsletter, thank you Ruth Heine for refereeing for us.  
Sadly we do not have a Year 7 & 8 team this year due to lack 
of numbers.  We wish all teams well.

http://www.netballtaranaki.org.nz
http://www.netballtaranaki.org.nz
http://www.netballtaranaki.org.nz
http://www.netballtaranaki.org.nz
http://www.netballtaranaki.org.nz
http://www.netballtaranaki.org.nz


Hedgemulching, Rolling, Undersowing, Drain Cleaning, Chopped 
Silage, Mowing, Raking, Teddering

Hay - Big Square & Round Baling, Wrapping, 
Stacking Services, Slurry Spreading,using tank or irrigation system, 

Tractor Trailer Hire.

For friendly, professional service, 
contact Mark or Wendy Hinton
hintoncontracting@xtra.co.nz
107 ORLANDO STREET, 
STRATFORD

PHONE 06 765 6668
FAX 06 765 6666
MOBILE 027 562 8889

Agricultural Contractors

ENZED Taranaki
0800 4 ENZED

 36933
DARREN PURDIE

027 4-430-432 • 06 755 2400

Your Local ENZED®HOSE DOCTOR®

on call 24 hrs 7 days a week to meet all 
your hydraulic hose and fitting repair and 

maintenance needs.

PODJURSKY MOTORS
Mountain Road, Midhirst

If it’s machinery - we’ll fix it!
★ CARS ★ TRUCKS ★ TRACTORS

★ BIKES
■ WOF
■  Batteries
■ Tyres & mags
■ Farm  

machinery
■  General  

engineering
■  Rust repairs
■  Castrol Oil 

stockists
■  Fleet servicing
■  MTA member

PHONE
762 8880

Please Support our Sponsors

AITKEN
TRANSPORT
(1994) Ltd
Ron Wheeler and Peter Bonner
PH/FAX (06) 762 2728
SPECIALISING in Livestock Cartage 

and Wool, Hay & Straw Cartage

CARTA

MIDHIRST SCHOOL
OUR BEST ALWAYS

“Developing
students 

in our 
supportive, 

caring 
environment, 

to be 
confident, 

connected,
actively 
involved 
lifelong 

learners.”

NEWSLETTER

E G Corlett 

2006 Ltd

Fertiliser & Lime Spreading

Ross & Jo-Anne Corlett

PH 06 762-8785 

or 

0274-712-727

Graham Hughes - Director
140 Juliet Street, PO Box 301

STRATFORD 4352

Mobile 027 455 5270
Phone: 06 765 8423
Fax: 06 765 7036

Email: grahamgjs@xtra.co.nz

“Ongoing research & development results 
in superior products & performance 

advantages including; more yield, faster 
milking, no slip and no teat end damage.”

Dairymaster Milking Systems NZ Ltd.
Tel: 0800 765 6075 Email: info@dairymaster.co.nz

www.dairymaster.com
Experience the difference...

FOR ALL YOUR
• WOF & Mechanical Repairs

• Car & Truck Servicing

• Towing Specialist

• Low Volume Vehicle Certification - Bikes to Cars

Call in and 
see Bruce, 
Scott, 
Daniel & 
Carollynn

Stockists of

MIDHIRST SERVICE STATION
Jamieson Recovery

Phone: 762 8848

OPEN MON-FRI 8am-5pm

STANDARD TIMBER
75 Warwick Road, Stratford

Ph: 06 765 7800 • Fax 06 765 7885
www.standardtimberitm.co.nz

Your Farm Building Specialists
See us also for your timber and fencing needs

Call ITM for friendly service, expert advice 
and great value!

PH: 06 765 7800

400 Broadway - PO Box 137, Stratford 4352

Phone 06 765 8643 • Fax 06 765 8634

Taranaki’s only authorised 
dealer for Massey Ferguson 
- Fendt - Valtra Tractors

Ph: 06 765 6650

Mob: 027 23 000 75

PO Box 371, Stratford

New homes, alterations, farm buildings 
and more

MIDHIRST DAIRY
Your new local convenience Store

OPEN 7 DAYS
Hot Food • Sandwiches etc • Drinks

Milk • Bread • Ice Creams

Milkshakes • Groceries

and Fruit & Vegies all at affordable 

prices.

Phone/Fax 06 762 8844

CRAIG’S CARPET 
LAYING SERVICE

FROM CONSULTATION TO INSTALLATION

PH 06 765 6786 |  MOB 027 416 1642

Free In-House Consultation  •	
with Samples

Full Range of Carpets•	

Free Measure and Quote•	

2005 Ltd.

 All your Earthworks Requirements:
Excavating 2 to 30 tonne, Bulldozing, 
Grading, Truck cartage, Tractor/Trailer
Work, Bobcat with Auger Drilling.
 Landscape supplies.

Phone Greig
Mobile:
Aft. Hours:
Email:

027 271 7724
06 762 8067

gibbonscontracting@xtra.co.nz

CONTRACTING  LTD

Van Veen
Machinery
& Rental

Ph: 762 8885
Mobile: 0274 731 805

Proud to support 
Midhirst School and the 

Community
making the exceptional affordable

adan larsen certified & licensed builder

Mobile 027 672 3143
Phone 06 765 7261 
Email a.k.larsen@xtra.co.nz

382 Brookes Road, RD 21, Stratford

369 Broadway Stratford

WOF & Mechanical Repairs
Toyota Approved Parts & Service

We work on All makes and models

Ph 765 6119 
admin@autopro.co.nz

Stratford Auto Professionals

Matthew&Co
REAL ESTATE LTD

Licensed under the Real Estate Agents Act 2008

For all your 
Rental, Residential and 

Rural Real Estate.
Call us first.

Ph: 06 765 5599

PO Box 407, 191 Broadway, STRATFORD

Ph: 06 765 5290
Available 24 Hours

Email: office@keeganelectrical.co.nz
www.keeganelectrical.co.nz

 Midhirst Growwell De Havilland Drive
 06 762 8885 06 755 2858

Now is the time to give your garden and path ways a spruce 
up with product from Revital Grow Well. We have in stock 
bulk bark, decorative stone, organic compost, potting mix and 
fertilisers to get your garden looking fabulous. Come visit us 
at the Midhirst yard on the Main Road or our retail yard on 
De Havilland Drive, Bell Block. We supply and deliver.

G.J.S New Zealand Ltd

for tractor air conditioning

“feel the 
chill”

PH 027 220 7701
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