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Notes from Mr Sands: 

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa, Warm greetings to you 
all. 

Today we had our School Councillor Applicants give a one 
minute speech about ‘why they would be a Great School 
Councillor’.  We all were impressed with the quality of thought 
that showed through their kōrero (Speech).  The school 
children voted and the results will be shared on Friday. 

On Tuesday we had Murray Martin spend the day with us 
teaching golf skills to all our children.  Some children showed 
a lot of promise in the sport.  I was not one of them.  Murray 
said that the school had a lovely warm feel to it and 
spectacular views. 

Miss Tett has been working tirelessly on the school website.  
We are aware of the rural broadband issues with a limited 
data cap for a lot of families and because of this we do not 
load a lot of information photos on one page as it uses a lot of 
data.  Miss Tett is looking at an alternative website called 
Google Sites as the school has moved into the Google 
Platform.  The School Description, Charter, Strategic Plan, 
Annual Goals, and Annual Report are there for you to view.  
We are looking at putting some of the School policies and 
procedures online as well.  Miss Tett has also put a photo 
gallery on the website (please be aware that there are not a 
lot of photos due to rural broadband). 

As part of the school’s self review we are looking at reviewing 
several parts of the curriculum:  Digital Technology in the 
school, Report Format and the way we report to whānau, Te 
Reo Progressions, and the way we assess writing.  We will 
also be looking at the Mathematics curriculum next term.  This 
year teachers have a reviewed set of Teaching Standards.  
They are appraised against these standards each year.  We 
have started the appraisal process and each teacher will do 
an inquiry into their practice.  Teachers use a group of 
children to measure the impact of new teaching as part of the 
inquiry.  If your child is selected to be part of that group the 
teacher will let you know. 

P.S.  It’s Miss Tetts Birthday today.  Some of her children 
guessed her age and they ranged from 22-28 years of age.  
Happy Birthday Miss Tett. 

Aku mihi rā ... 
Nā Mr Sands 

Friday	23rd	March Panitahi	Assembly

Friday	30th	March	 Good	Friday	Easter

Monday	2nd	April	 Easter

Tuesday	3rd	April	 Easter

Friday	6th	April	 Kahui	Assembly

Monday	9th	April	 Athle@cs	Day	

Tuesday	10th	April	 Postponement	Day	
for	Athle@cs	

Friday	13th	 End	of	Term	one

               “Education
          is learning what you
        didn’t even know you 
                didn’t know”

MIDHIRST	FUNDRAISING	
COMMITTEE	

Grocery	Raffle	Winners	-	
CONGRATULATIONS	

Week	51	Ticket	No.	133	
Aimee	Topless	

Marco Du Plooy 
Tegan McNab

Turnbull Cup 
Congratulations to the children that 
participated in the Turnbull Cup. 
Special mention to the following 
students who made it into the 
finals: Corey Kinera, Bailee 
Robertson, Pania Henderson, Nathan 
DuPlooy and Hayden 
Kinera. We are very 
proud that Team 1: 
Hayden, Bailee, Nathan 
and Pania placed 2nd in 
the Small Schools Relay. 



News from the Classrooms 
   Kāhui: 
 Kia ora everyone! This week Kāhui class will be following our fairy tale theme by looking at Little Red Riding Hood. This  
 will be helping us to further develop our retelling skills and help us look closely at setting and characters. Kāhui class has  
 been loving Maths Club. Maths Club is a new way to present hands-on maths to children, where we all learn off each  
 other, explain our thinking and most importantly show our thinking. All of this is framed around Mathematical workshops  
 which are needs based. We do, explore, discuss and make connections! We have been seeing some fantastic progress  
 and growing confidence in our students and so this week we will begin a Literacy Club involving handwriting, writing,  
 phonics and reading. Here students will have small needs-based workshops as well as independent (ako) literacy time  
 with the support of their learning buddies. We can’t wait to see this learning develop! Lastly, a big thank you to the 
 parents who have brought in cardboard and equipment for our creative area. We are all stocked up and will let you  
 know when we are in need of anything else. Have a lovely week!             Caitlyn Moratti and Julie Anderson  
  
 Panitahi: 
 Kia ora everyone! 
 Panitahi has  started our new science unit on classification of animals and we are very excited to get started! We are  
 studying books on different animal species in our reading groups and we are learning how to write information reports 
 on these animals for writing. We are currently learning new strategies for addition and subtraction in maths and we are   
 exploring self portraits for visual arts.  The virtue focus this week is ‘orderliness’ and we are working on keeping our  
 classroom, our desks and our books tidy! In Te Reo we are practicing greetings and introducing ourselves and we are 
 also learning some songs using sign language. This week we are hosting assembly and we look forward to showing you  
 some of the work we are doing in class.  Have a great week!        Wendy McKenna 

  
 Kaitake: 

 Yesterday Kaitake Class students enjoyed being out in the sunshine having a short lesson on the basic skills of golf with  
 Murray from Taranaki Golf.  There looked to be a few promising young golfers with Larz taking out the prize for the best  
 hitter (over the rugby goal post). 
 The children are also looking forward to the student School Councillors being announced - the children enjoy having a  
 student voice and having a say in what's happening around the school. 
 For writing, the children are beginning Information Reports on mammals - they are able to choose their own animal to  
 research and then record and present their information to the rest of the class.         Wendy McGregor 

  
 Paritutu: 
 Congratulations seniors, week 7 I hear was fantastic, thank you for steeping up in my absences and being responsible 
 learners, great role models and helpful classmates.  Congratulations to all swimmers who took part in the Turnbull Cup 
 swimming competition especially Team 1 who placed second!  Thank you Sara for helping them on the night. Last 
 week we welcomed Mrs Heine back into Paritutu Room with Religious Instruction as a parent helper, we love having 
 you back, thank you.  This week we have the chance to learn / practice golf skills at school, I look forward to seeing 
 how everyone takes up the challenge.  Year 8 (and maybe Year 7) girls have the chance to visit St. Mary’s Open Day 
 on Wednesday 21 March 10-2pm.  It is a fantastic chance to view a great option close to home.  Paritutu Room  
 students and I would like to say a massive thank you to Brian Hardgrave, managing director of Central Windows and 
 Doors for assisting us with our Technology plant terrariums.  Brian has kindly donated glass for every student to use 
 (and a few extra just in case).  Thank you Gareth Jury for helping us make this project happen.  Students have been 
 asked to bring a few items to school for Technology on Thursday, thank you in advance for helping them, please let me 
 know asap if you need help finding some of them.  We look forward to another fantastic week.   

 Students of the Week: Erica, Regan, Richard, Charlotte, Hayden, Victoria, Meela, Marshall, Bailee, Caleb for  
 outstanding Math results!  Colleen Tett  

  

Technology - plant terrariums 
Paritutu Room students and I would like to say a massive thank you to Brian Hardgrave, managing director, of Central 
Windows and Doors for assisting us with our Technology plant terrariums.  Brian has kindly donated glass for every 
student to use (and a few extra just in case).  Thank you Gareth Jury for helping us make this project happen.

Paritutu Room Fundraising  
Please save all Aluminium Cans send them along to school, we will even save you the trouble of squashing them.  If 
you show Miss Tett the cans before putting them in the CAN CAGE you go in the draw to win a can of your own! 
Sausage Sizzle Friday Students have the chance to buy a delicious treat, sausages in bread $2, Juicies $1, chippies 
$0.50.  Please take money and written orders to the office before 9am on Friday.  Cadbury Chocolates Students are 
selling a variety of flavours ranging in price from $1 to $2.50, please support this great fundraiser and enjoy a 
delicious treat.  Please ensure all chocolate money is at school on or before Thursday 22 March, thank you.  Easter 
Raffle Students are selling tickets in our amazing Easter raffle, $5 per ticket for a basket of delicious goodies big 
enough for the entire family.  Congratulations to Lisette Benkert winner of our first Easter Raffle with ticket 
number 43.  One raffle left, be in quick! 



Hedgemulching, Rolling, Undersowing, Drain Cleaning, Chopped 
Silage, Mowing, Raking, Teddering

Hay - Big Square & Round Baling, Wrapping, 
Stacking Services, Slurry Spreading,using tank or irrigation system, 

Tractor Trailer Hire.

For friendly, professional service, 
contact Mark or Wendy Hinton
hintoncontracting@xtra.co.nz
107 ORLANDO STREET, 
STRATFORD

PHONE 06 765 6668
FAX 06 765 6666
MOBILE 027 562 8889

Agricultural Contractors

ENZED Taranaki
0800 4 ENZED

 36933
DARREN PURDIE

027 4-430-432 • 06 755 2400
Your Local ENZED®HOSE DOCTOR®

on call 24 hrs 7 days a week to meet all 
your hydraulic hose and fitting repair and 

maintenance needs.

PODJURSKY MOTORS
Mountain Road, Midhirst

If it’s machinery - we’ll fix it!
★ CARS ★ TRUCKS ★ TRACTORS

★ BIKES
■ WOF
■  Batteries
■ Tyres & mags
■ Farm  

machinery
■  General  

engineering
■  Rust repairs
■  Castrol Oil 

stockists
■  Fleet servicing
■  MTA member

PHONE
762 8880

Please Support our Sponsors

AITKEN
TRANSPORT
(1994) Ltd
Ron Wheeler and Peter Bonner
PH/FAX (06) 762 2728
SPECIALISING in Livestock Cartage 

and Wool, Hay & Straw Cartage

CARTA

MIDHIRST SCHOOL
OUR BEST ALWAYS

“Developing
students 

in our 
supportive, 

caring 
environment, 

to be 
confident, 

connected,
actively 
involved 
lifelong 

learners.”

NEWSLETTER

E G Corlett 
2006 Ltd

Fertiliser & Lime Spreading

Ross & Jo-Anne Corlett

PH 06 762-8785 

or 

0274-712-727

Graham Hughes - Director
140 Juliet Street, PO Box 301

STRATFORD 4352
Mobile 027 455 5270
Phone: 06 765 8423
Fax: 06 765 7036

Email: grahamgjs@xtra.co.nz

“Ongoing research & development results 
in superior products & performance 

advantages including; more yield, faster 
milking, no slip and no teat end damage.”

Dairymaster Milking Systems NZ Ltd.
Tel: 0800 765 6075 Email: info@dairymaster.co.nz

www.dairymaster.com
Experience the difference...

FOR ALL YOUR
• WOF & Mechanical Repairs

• Car & Truck Servicing

• Towing Specialist

• Low Volume Vehicle Certification - Bikes to Cars

Call in and 
see Bruce, 
Scott, 
Daniel & 
Carollynn

Stockists of

MIDHIRST SERVICE STATION
Jamieson Recovery

Phone: 762 8848

OPEN MON-FRI 8am-5pm

STANDARD TIMBER
75 Warwick Road, Stratford

Ph: 06 765 7800 • Fax 06 765 7885
www.standardtimberitm.co.nz

Your Farm Building Specialists
See us also for your timber and fencing needs

Call ITM for friendly service, expert advice 
and great value!

PH: 06 765 7800

400 Broadway - PO Box 137, Stratford 4352

Phone 06 765 8643 • Fax 06 765 8634

Taranaki’s only authorised 
dealer for Massey Ferguson 
- Fendt - Valtra Tractors

Ph: 06 765 6650

Mob: 027 23 000 75

PO Box 371, Stratford

New homes, alterations, farm buildings 
and more

MIDHIRST DAIRY
Your new local convenience Store

OPEN 7 DAYS
Hot Food • Sandwiches etc • Drinks

Milk • Bread • Ice Creams

Milkshakes • Groceries

and Fruit & Vegies all at affordable 

prices.

Phone/Fax 06 762 8844

CRAIG’S CARPET 
LAYING SERVICE

FROM CONSULTATION TO INSTALLATION

PH 06 765 6786 |  MOB 027 416 1642

Free In-House Consultation  •	
with Samples

Full Range of Carpets•	

Free Measure and Quote•	

2005 Ltd.

 All your Earthworks Requirements:
Excavating 2 to 30 tonne, Bulldozing, 
Grading, Truck cartage, Tractor/Trailer
Work, Bobcat with Auger Drilling.
 Landscape supplies.

Phone Greig
Mobile:
Aft. Hours:
Email:

027 271 7724
06 762 8067

gibbonscontracting@xtra.co.nz

CONTRACTING  LTD

Van Veen
Machinery
& Rental

Ph: 762 8885
Mobile: 0274 731 805

Proud to support 
Midhirst School and the 

Community
making the exceptional affordable

adan larsen certified & licensed builder

Mobile 027 672 3143
Phone 06 765 7261 
Email a.k.larsen@xtra.co.nz

382 Brookes Road, RD 21, Stratford

369 Broadway Stratford

WOF & Mechanical Repairs
Toyota Approved Parts & Service

We work on All makes and models

Ph 765 6119 
admin@autopro.co.nz

Stratford Auto Professionals

Matthew&Co
REAL ESTATE LTD

Licensed under the Real Estate Agents Act 2008

For all your 
Rental, Residential and 

Rural Real Estate.
Call us first.

Ph: 06 765 5599

PO Box 407, 191 Broadway, STRATFORD

Ph: 06 765 5290
Available 24 Hours

Email: office@keeganelectrical.co.nz
www.keeganelectrical.co.nz

 Midhirst Growwell De Havilland Drive
 06 762 8885 06 755 2858

Now is the time to give your garden and path ways a spruce 
up with product from Revital Grow Well. We have in stock 
bulk bark, decorative stone, organic compost, potting mix and 
fertilisers to get your garden looking fabulous. Come visit us 
at the Midhirst yard on the Main Road or our retail yard on 
De Havilland Drive, Bell Block. We supply and deliver.

G.J.S New Zealand Ltd

for tractor air conditioning

“feel the 
chill”

PH 027 220 7701
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